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ACTION EA-14 

INEO OCT-01 ADP-00 BNDE-00 CIAE-00 INR-09 10-12 JUSE-00 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SNM-02 SY-07 TRSE-00 USIA-12 NSC-10 

SCI-06 OMB-01 AGR-20 AID-20 PA-03 PRS-01 RSR-01 /120 W 

102844 

R 201220 Z MAR 73 
EM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 
INEO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

UNCLAS VIENTIANE 2049 

E. O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SNAR, EAGR 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS CONTROL: AGRICULTURAL REDIRECTION 

1 . ON MARCH 19, 1973, IN A CEREMONY AT BAN NA KONG, 

HOUA KHONG PROVINCE, THE RLG FORMALLY TURNED 
OVER TO 717 EORMER POPPY- EARMERS, OE YAO 
ETHNIC ORIGIN, 200 HECTARES OE LAND CLEARED 

AND PLOWED WITH AMERICAN ASSISTANCE EOR 
PLANTING IN RICE AND OTHER LOWLAND CROPS. 

IN THE SAME CEREMONY, THE CITIZENS OE BAN NA 
KONG PUBLICLY BURNED THEIR 1972-73 CROP OE 
POPPIES, REMOVED EROM OVER 13.5 HECTARES IN OVER 
50 MOUNTAIN- TOP PATCHES. OPIUM CONTENT OE 
POPPIES DESTROYED ESTIMATED TO BE 162 KILTGRAMS. 

2. PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS AT CEREMONY WERE MINISTER 
OE INTERIOR ( REPRESENTING PRIME MINISTER), AND 
DCM ( REPRESENTING AMBASSADOR). SECSTATE EOR 
HEALTH AND ACTING MINISTER NATIONAL ECONOMY ALSO 
PRESENT, AS WAS CONSIDERABLE REPRESENTATION OE 
LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL PRESS. 
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3. AIRGRAM EOLLOWS WITH DETAILS AND PHOTOGRAPHS. 
GODLEY 
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Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Source: CORE 
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Drafter: n/a 
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Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: VIENTIANE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730336/aaaaifix.tel 
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Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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